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INTRODUCTION1

Events of great magnitude often take great preparation. Before the
inaugural of a new presidential administration there must be a cam-
paign, conventions, election, inauguration and transition. Before D-day
in 1944 (a huge undertaking), there was planning, assembling, training,
supplying, and countless other things before the word to advance was
given. Before the centerpiece event in human history, the sacrifice of
Christ on Calvary, we find a record of great preparation.

God spent centuries of human history to make sure we could
understand was done when Jesus died on the cross. Hebrews 10:1
assures: “For the law having a shadow of good things to come, and not
the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they
offered year by year continually make the comers thereunto perfect.”
If those sacrifices did not “make the comers thereunto perfect,” they
must have had another purpose. They were “a shadow of good things
to come,” that is, to the discerning, they made clear just what was to
come in a way that was only clear when the final act was done. In those
centuries, God gave us a glimpse of innocent mankind (Gen. 2:15-25).
He showed us the heights from which we have fallen. He taught us
about sin (Gen. 3) and its consequences (Gen. 2:17; Isa. 59:1-2; Ezek.
18:20). He taught us about slavery and redemption (Ex. 6:6; 15:13). In
terms we cannot misunderstand, God showed us our condition. He
taught us about blood, the price of redemption.

In teaching us in that Old Law about blood, God prepared us to
recognize what was done on the cross for our benefit.
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“BY THE LAW PURGED WITH BLOOD”
“And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and

without shedding of blood is no remission” (Heb. 9:22). This statement
leads us to look back to the law and those things “purged” or cleansed
with blood. Let us look deeper than simply recognizing that the things
of the law were cleansed by blood. What does the Old Law teach us
about blood? There are two high points in the Law that mightily
illustrate God’s purpose with regard to blood.
Blood Saves

The first of these is the Passover event. Preparing for the Passover,
the Israelite captives in Egypt were told:

And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that
is in the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with
the blood that is in the bason; and none of you shall go out at the
door of his house until the morning. For the Lord will pass
through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood
upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord will pass over
the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your
houses to smite you (Ex. 12:22-23).

Why did the Lord pass over the houses of the Israelites? Because
the blood of a lamb slain was applied according to God’s plan. The
effect was salvation. The children of Israel were then released from
bondage.
Blood Sanctifies

One of the duties of Moses in the wilderness was to set apart Aaron
and his sons for the duties of the priesthood.

And take thou unto thee Aaron thy brother, and his sons with
him, from among the children of Israel, that he may minister
unto me in the priest's office, even Aaron, Nadab and Abihu,
Eleazar and Ithamar, Aaron's sons (Ex. 28:1).

He was to “hallow” them. In Exodus 29:33, this same Hebrew word
is used and is translated as “to sanctify.” Moses sanctified Aaron and
his sons by sprinkling blood and anointing oil upon them (Lev. 8:30).
They were set apart exclusively or sanctified for the service of God.
Blood Sealed The Old Covenant

At Mount Sinai, Moses delivered the covenant of God to the people
of God. Burnt offerings and peace offerings were made to God (Ex.
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24:5), and Moses poured half the blood on the altar he had made and
half he sprinkled on the people of Israel. “And Moses took the blood,
and sprinkled it on the people, and said, Behold the blood of the
covenant, which the Lord hath made with you concerning all these
words” (Ex. 24:8).
Blood Purifies

Leprosy was a disease that caused the infected to be both physically
diseased and ceremonially impure. The diseased could not commune
with the people of God nor offer sacrifices nor perform any other rite
of worship (Lev. 13:44-46). He was to live alone and warn all who
might approach that he was unclean. Sometimes, however, the leprosy
would heal. If it did, a priest had to certify that it was so and the leper
had to be purified ceremonially before he could resume worship and
communion with the people of God. This required blood (Lev. 14:5-7).
The blood was applied and the leper was purified.
Blood Brings Forgiveness

There were sacrifices that the one caught in sin could make to
receive forgiveness. The Sin Offering was specifically commanded for
those who committed sins of ignorance (Lev. 4:2). It involved the
sprinkling of blood before the veil and its application on the horns of
the altar of incense. Having done so (along with some other matters),
the worshiper’s sins were forgiven (Lev. 4:20).
Blood Brings Atonement

When mentioning the Passover above I mentioned another major
event that “mightily illustrates God’s purpose with regard to blood.”
This second event is the Day of Atonement. Once each year the high
priest would enter into the Most Holy Place with the blood of a kid and
sprinkle it seven times on the Mercy Seat.

And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh
month, on the tenth day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls,
and do no work at all, whether it be one of your own country, or
a stranger that sojourneth among you: For on that day shall the
priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse you, that ye may be
clean from all your sins before the Lord (Lev. 16:29-30,
emphasis added).

The Old Law makes it plain. It takes blood to cleanse sin, provide
forgiveness, purify, sanctify, and to save.
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WHY WAS THE BLOOD NOT SUFFICIENT?
Because we view the Old Testament from the far side of the Cross,

we know that the blood of bulls and goats cannot take away sin (Heb.
10:4). We should ask: “Why?”

The justice of God demands equity. While the law of retribution
(Lex Talionis) allows no exacting of penalty beyond the crime, it also
demands the full retribution equal to the crime. The Law of Moses
demanded “life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot
for foot” (Deut. 19:21, ESV). God’s laws are consistent with His
attributes. This is a reflection of the justice of God. Bulls and goats
cannot satisfy God’s justice because they are not equal. We owe a life
because of sin. We cannot pay with our own life, it is already forfeited.
God gave us an innocent soul, we cannot repay with a guilty one. We
cannot pay with the life of an innocent human. God will not accept that
which is not ours to give. We cannot pay with animal blood because of
the inequity. Yet, we know that blood is still the answer because, “the
blood is the life” (Deut. 12:23).

When you exhaust God’s lessons in the Old Testament with regard
to blood, if you stop at Malachi and go no further, you are left with
stabbing pangs, pangs of emptiness. You realize at that point that the
oceans of blood shed were insufficient to forgive even one sin. There
is no atonement for sin without the New Covenant. The weight of that
realization is crushing. All done to that point was in preparation. “For
it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away
sins” (Heb. 10:4). Blood yet needs to be shed, blood that is sufficient.
We cry, like John said he did (cf. Rev. 5:4), because no one is found
worthy, until, that is, we are shown the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the
Root of David (Rev. 5:5).

BEHOLD, THE LAMB OF GOD
God Provided

Mankind was destitute of ability to provide atoning blood for its
own sins, so God provided. “God commendeth his love toward us, in
that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom. 5:8). John the
Immerser was the first to recognize Jesus’ role in the salvation of
mankind. He exclaimed: “Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away
the sin of the world” (Jn. 1:29). The Passover lamb, the lamb of
atonement, Jesus, came to seek and save the lost (Lk. 19:10). God
provided and sent His Son. God provided and man had hope. God
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provided and all of those oceans of blood for fifteen hundred years
made sense.

On the night of His betrayal, Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper. He
proclaimed the bread to be His body and the cup to be His blood. He
said: “For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins” (Mt. 26:28). Finally, blood that avails,
blood that satisfies God’s justice (He was without sin, Heb. 4:15; 1 Pet.
2:22), blood that takes away sins.
The Blood Shed, A Matter Of History

In space and time, Jesus, the lamb of God shed His innocent,
adequate blood for the sins of the world. The witness of the apostle
John is this:

But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and
forthwith came there out blood and water. And he that saw it
bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith
true, that ye might believe (Jn. 19:34-35).

Because of this event, we have all of those blessings taught for
centuries in the Old Law.

THE NEW TESTAMENT AND BLOOD
Blood Saves

Christ is our Passover sacrificed for us (1 Cor. 5:7). We are
justified by His blood and saved from wrath through him (Rom. 5:9).
Blood Sanctifies

We who have been saved by the blood have been sanctified, set
apart for a holy purpose. We are priests of God (Rev. 1:6) with the
privilege and duty of worship (Heb. 13:15). We were sanctified by the
blood (Heb. 10:29; 13:12).
Blood Sealed The New Testament

Jesus’ blood is the blood of the New Covenant (Mt. 26:28).
Whereas the blood of the Old Covenant was shed by animals and
sprinkled directly on the children of Israel the blood of Jesus is applied
to the hearts of the obedient by faith.
Blood Purifies

Speaking of the Gentiles, the apostle Peter defended not burdening
them with the Old Law and said that they were purified by faith (Acts
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15:9). Jesus did this when He “gave himself for us” (Tit. 2:14), that is,
when He shed His blood.
Blood Brings Forgiveness

The first day of Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus marked the
first time the terms of the Gospel, that declaration of what had been
done for mankind, was given (Acts 2). The words of Peter that day
were an indictment from Heaven. The Jews were guilty of murdering
the Son of God and Peter spoke convincingly of their condition before
God. Many were convinced by the words of Peter and felt the weight
of their guilt. “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized
every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,
and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost” (Acts 2:38). Right here
is where the blood of Christ brings forgiveness. That phrase, “remission
of sins” (meaning the removal or forgiveness of sins), is precisely the
same in every respect as when it was used in Matthew 26:28 where it
says that the blood was shed “for the remission of sins.” Jesus did His
part in shedding His blood. Man must respond in obedience. Having
done so, the blood is applied here, by faith, and forgiveness is granted.
Blood Brings Atonement

One of the most interesting, yet overlooked, words in the New
Testament is the word “propitiation” (Rom. 3:25; 1 Jn. 2:2; 4:10). The
Greek word translated propitiation was used by the translators of the
Septuagint (an ancient Greek translation of the Old Testament Hebrew
Scriptures) in the third century before Christ to translate the Hebrew
word for “mercy seat” in passages such as Exodus 25:17. Jesus is the
“mercy seat,” that place of atonement where the blood was sprinkled
in the Holy of Holies (Lev. 16:14-15). By Jesus Christ we have now
received the atonement (Rom. 5:10).

CONCLUSION
In Christ, God’s justice is satisfied. Life was given for life. By the

blood of Christ mankind has hope of eternal life, a hope that could
never be realized by the sacrifices of the Old Law alone.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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